
 
Legal protection of the intellectual property objects during implementation of the "One Belt 

One Road" initiative 

 

The initiative to create a global transport and investment infrastructure "One belt one road" was 

proposed by the Chairperson Xi Jinping during his visit to Kazakhstan in 2013 and it was seemed 

promising and difficult to achieve. However, as a result, in 2017 this initiative was supported by more 

than 100 countries and international organizations. This led "One belt one road" to become one of the 

most widespread international initiative in recent years.  

 

The processes of formation and growth of the economies in the countries which participate in 

globalization are also included changes in the sphere of the intellectual property rights protection. A 

highly competitive environment creates the need to protect IP rights. Taking into account the fact that 

each of the countries of the "Silk Road" has its own features of regulating intellectual property relations, 

failure to follow all requirements of national and international legislation during the registration process 

of invention, industrial design, plant variety, trademark or other intellectual property object may lead to 

unnecessary expenses of time and money and sometimes completely deprive the chances to obtain 

legal protection. 

 
Worldwide corporations that have been practicing for more than a decade and are aware of possible 

risks in the process of expansion of their business geography begin to solve the issues of their IP 

registration often before they organize the production or sale of certain goods or services in the 

territory of relevant countries. However, it is uncommon for local producers or management of 

developing international companies which do not give appropriate attention to the intellectual property 

rights protection due to various reasons which sometimes may be a fatal mistake for business. 

 

The main reason and advantage of IP registration are the exclusive right to use them in the production 

and marketing of relevant products. The owner of registered object has the right to dispose it in his own 



manner as well as to prohibit third parties the production/marketing of goods or services on the 

territory of the country where it was registered. 

 

Currently there are several ways to register intellectual property objects in the countries of the “Silk 

Road”. 

 

Patents for inventions or utility models may be obtained by filing an application for patent registration 

to the national office of each country of interest, or by filing a single international PCT application (152 

member countries) to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 

It is also worth noting that in case of obtaining protection of invention in some countries of Central 

Asia (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan) the most 

expedient method of patenting is submission of a single application to the Eurasian Patent Office. The 

approximate cost of obtaining the Eurasian patent for an invention, which set of claims contains two 

claims (one of which is independent) and the text of the application including 10 pages - about 3000 

English words (the cost for translation of application from English into Russian included), with a 

conventional priority application, for the legal entity applicant will cost about 3000 Euro, and the time 

frame for obtaining the Eurasian patent will last from 3 to 5 years. 

 

In case of industrial design obtainment patent on this object may be registered by filing application to 

the national patent office of the country of interest. The cost of obtaining an industrial design patent 

in Russia for 1 variant starts from 1033 Euro, and in Kazakhstan from 1341 Euro. The time frame for an 

industrial design registration is 1-1.5 years. As to the registration of an industrial design in several 

countries it is possible to file a single application for its registration to the European Union Intellectual 

Property Office (thus, the industrial design will be protected in 28 EU countries) or to register an 

industrial design through the Hague system by filing a single application to the International Bureau of 

WIPO (66 participating countries) with further indication of countries where protection is required. 

 

Trademark protection may be obtained by filing an application to the national patent office of a 

particular country or if the TM protection is required in several European countries simultaneously - by 

filing an application to the European Union Intellectual Property Office (thus, the trademark will be 

protected in 28 EU countries). Moreover it is possible to register an international TM under the Madrid 

system which currently has 116 participating countries. In this case, the applicant needs to submit a 

single centralized application to the International Bureau of WIPO with further indication of countries 

where protection is required. 

 

Comparative table of costs for TM registration in 1 class of the ICGS 
 

Country Registration cost* Registration term 

Ukraine 896 USD (black and white), 982 

USD (colour) 

14-16 month 

Armenia 994 USD 10-12 month 

Azerbaijanн 1019 USD 16-20 month 

Kazakhstan 1052 USD 19-23 month 

Turkmenistan 1179 USD 26-29 month 

Russia 1186 USD 14-19 month 

Georgia 1274 USD 14-17 month 



Kyrgyzstan 1304 USD 14-17 month 

Tajikistan 1414 USD (black and white), 

1489 USD (colour) 

16-25 month 

Belarus 1483 USD 20-24 month 

Moldova 1532 USD 14-16 month 

Uzbekistan 2628 USD 15-18 month 

* The above mentioned costs are indicated on condition of smooth trademark registration procedure 

without any office actions and provisional refusals. Official fees are set in the national currency and may 

vary according to the currency fluctuation as well as by the decision of the relevant competent state 

authorities. 

Based on the internal statistical data of "Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners", for the last 2 years 

applicants from China filed a huge number of applications for the trademark registration to the Russian 

Patent Office, on the second place is the Ukrainian Patent Office, then the Kazakh and other patent 

offices of the countries listed in the table above. Such indicators are explained by existence of the 

partnership relations between China and the countries-leaders of statistics. 

 

The procedure of medicinal and veterinary products registration differs from the procedure of other 

intellectual property objects registration. It requires special attention and knowledge of the specialist 

who has the appropriate education. The right for a medical or veterinary product is certified by an 

official document confirming its registration with the authorized body of the country. This document 

may be obtained only by submitting the necessary materials to the authorized body of the country of 

interest. The procedure of medicinal and veterinary products registration in Russia takes 

approximately from 1 to 1,5 years, and its cost is from 14,500 Euros (official fees as well as the service 

costs are included), depending on the type of products and the availability of documents required for 

registration. 

 

Registration of plant varieties occurs by submitting the required documents to a government body that 

registers and issues protection documents for plant varieties. The right on a plant variety may be 

certified by a certificate of authorship, a patent or a certificate of state registration depending on the 

legislation of the country where its protection is required. The procedure and registration cost also 

depends on the country where its protection is required. For example, in Russia the registration 

procedure takes approximately 2-3 years, and its cost, taking into account the services of patent 

attorneys registered in the Russian Federation, starts from 4,850 Euros. 

 

It is worth noting that at the International forum on May 15, 2017, dedicated to the “One belt one road” 

Initiative, Mr. Xi Jinping admitted several principles of "peaceful existence", among them are innovative 

technologies development and activation of cooperation in the frontier areas. Particular attention will 

be paid to the projects related to the innovative technologies in engineering and construction, 

meanwhile, the usage of "green" technologies in these industries will be preferred. He underlined that 

efforts should be made to strengthen the cooperation of states in environment protection and creation 

of reasonable ecosystem. 



 

Thus, it can be assumed that in the near future it is worth to expect increasing of the number of 

applications for inventions both in China and in the participating countries of the initiative. However, it 

should be noted that, mainly during the registration process of the intellectual property objects in some 

countries the presentation of an applicant before the Patent Office by registered patent attorneys 

(agents) is required. 

Intellectual property and its legal protection are the main specialization of the company "Mikhailyuk, 

Sorokolat and Partners", which specialists work in this field since 1992. The company offices are located 

in Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova and Lithuania, it allows us to 

prepare and submit applications for registration of IP objects promptly in accordance with the legislation 

of each of these countries. Partnership relations with patent attorneys in other CIS countries allow us to 

represent our clients’ interests in corresponding countries and to assist them in their businesses’ 

geography expansion. The company employs more than 180 highly qualified specialists in the field of the 

intellectual property rights protection (including specialists in registration medicinal and veterinary 

products) as well as registered patent attorneys who specialize in registration of the IP objects from 

various industries. 

As it was mentioned earlier, specialists in registration medicinal and the veterinary products carry out a 

special function in the registration process. Despite of the difference in the legislation in different 

countries, registration of medicinal and veterinary products certain requirements are needed, 

depending on the type of product and its purpose, for example, in Russia, the registration of a drug for 



both medical and veterinary use requires the mandatory provision of an official document confirming 

the conformity of its production GMP requirements, which is issued on the basis of inspection of the 

manufacturing facilities by one of the bodies of the Eurasian Economic Union (Russia, Belarus, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia), and for the registration of a drug for medical use it is also 

necessary to provide reports on the clinical studies conducted partially or entirely on the territory of one 

of the countries of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

At the moment, our company's specialists in registration of medicinal products has been providing a 

large Chinese manufacturing company with services related to obtaining reports of clinical studies of 

veterinary medicinal product for the treatment of chickens’ respiratory diseases and pigs’ dysentery. 

After analyzing the clients’ needs, we provided advice concerning the query how to obtain the necessary 

documents. Due to the fact that reports of clinical studies conduction may be obtained in the territory of 

one specific country and used in the registration process of a veterinary drug in other countries, in this 

situation, the most profitable method for the client was the obtaining thereof on the territory of 

Ukraine. Experts of our company, according to the requirements, have compiled and submitted the 

necessary documents to the relevant body. To date, drugs are tested on animals, and on the basis of the 

tests the report on successful clinical studies will be obtained. In the future, on the basis of this report, 

the client will be able to register the drug in any country of interest. 

The procedures of other intellectual property objects registration in different countries may vary. At the 

intention to register an IP object in a certain country, the applicant needs to pay special attention to the 

requirements of national legislation regarding registration of definite object.  

Thus, the clients of our company received a notification from the national patent office during the 

process of trademark registration "China unicom" in Kyrgyzstan that the trademark contained the word 

"China", which was subject to disclaimer in accordance with Clause 2 Part 1 Article 4 of the Kyrgyz 

Republic Law "On trademarks, service marks and appellations of origin of goods." This trademark, in the 

opinion of the Examination, is the name of the state. Thus, the trademark indicates the geographical 

location of the service representative, therefore, it is an unprotected element within the sign. 

 

Upon receiving this notice, the specialists of the company "Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners" 

prepared a grounded objection, which included significant grounds for obtaining protection of the 

trademark including the word "China". 

One of the arguments is that the claimed trademark being a Latin sign which included uppercase and 

lowercase letters of the original bold font in combination with Chinese characters and an original 

graphic element in the form of numerous intersecting arc elements creating an ornamental ligature. 

Both verbal elements are the abbreviated corporate name of the applicant, China United Network 

Communications Group Company Limited. 

This sign is the official logo of the company, which has a high level of recognition due to its original 

graphic performance and wide use throughout the world. 



Also, the specialists of "Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners" have admitted that the company is formed 

as a result of the merger of China Unicom and China Netcom in 2009 that led to creation of the 

abbreviated company name - China Unicom, which is currently used by the applicant as the full name of 

the company. 

Moreover, we emphasized that the claimed sign had been already registered in China, Japan, Korea, 

Taiwan, Australia, North Korea and 27 countries of the European Union. 

The expert organization of the Kyrgyz Republic took into account the above-mentioned facts and 

decided to register the trademark "China unicom" without disclamation of the word "China". 

This case is one of examples of trademark refusals with its subsequent overcoming. Unfortunately, 

reception of such notifications is a frequent practice, and it is important for the applicant to represent 

his interests before Patent office by competent specialists who will be able to protect his rights and 

achieve the aim of successful trademark registration. 

Specialists of "Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners" have extensive experience in overcoming refusals of 

trademark registrations (more than 80% of received refusals are always succeed for applicants). We will 

be happy to represent the interests of our clients before the PTO, including providing legal advice, 

preparing grounded objection for expertise requests, disputing decisions of Expert organizations 

regarding trademark refusals. 

Along with the IP objects registration and overcoming all types of problems at the stage of examination, 

it is also important to protect intellectual property rights in conditions of actual goods circulation in civil 

life. Thus, in addition during the process of a single transport infrastructure creation, the initiative "One 

belt one road" implies the expansion of customs cooperation. At the meeting of Russian and Chinese 

leaders on May 8, 2015, the President of Russia Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping signed a 

cooperation statement regarding the integration of construction of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 

and the economic belt of the “Silk Road”, thereby reaching principled agreement on the integration of 

the EAEU projects and the “Great Silk Road”. 

The EAEU is an established regional economic union with a unitary customs territory covering 

Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan. In accordance with the terms of the EAEU 

Agreement in the Eurasian Economic Union countries the regional principle of exhaustion of the 

trademark exclusive right is in force. This principle means that the importer must obtain the permission 

of the right holder for the first import of the goods marked with a trademark into the territory of the 

Union. After the first authorized importation of the "branded" goods into the territory of one of the 

EAEU countries, further displacement of such products throughout the Union may be carried out freely. 

At present, the EAEU member countries have been working actively to create and implement unitary 

customs regulation mechanisms in particular a single register of the intellectual property. However, until 

a single customs register will be established, the most effective tool for suppressing infringement of the 

intellectual property rights is the entry of an object into the customs register of the country where it is 

registered. 

The procedure for entering an object into the customs register, as well as the procedure of the 

intellectual property objects registration in different countries, may vary due to the difference in the 

legislative bases. However, in practice the principle of the IP objects protection is similar, that means if 

somebody tries to import goods which trademark seems to be similar to already registered TM and 

entered into the customs register of the IP objects, its transportation will be suspended and the right 



holder will be notified of a possible violation of his rights. Then, in case the violation will be identified, 

this matter will be solved in the frames of subsequent jurisdictional procedures. 

The experience of the Russian Federation in this regard may be considered as progressive, since in this 

country the customs authorities are ex-officio mandated to suspend the customs clearance of 

trademarks which can violate intellectual property rights even if the relevant object is not entered in the 

customs register, provided that it is registered in the Russian Federation. 

Thus, on the one hand, the IP rights holder has the opportunity to protect objects without first entering 

them into the customs register, and on the other hand, the demand for the corresponding services of 

the customs authorities is stimulated as far as the law establishes the possibility of ex-officio suspension 

of customs clearance in respect of the absent object in the customs register only once. 

"Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners" provides a service of the IP objects introduction to the customs 

registers in the CIS countries, as well as has many years’ experience in representing interests of right 

holders before customs and judicial bodies. 

 

In conclusion, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that the initiative "One belt one road" 

may be the reason for the changes in the positions of some countries in the world market. In addition to 

economic development, the "One belt one road" initiative is currently a platform for establishing 

diplomatic relations between countries. For example, China has already signed more than 40 

agreements on cooperation with different countries and international organizations. In view of the fact 

that the initiative is designed for 30 years and according to speeches of Chinese representatives 67 

countries (whose population as a whole is 63% of the world) may become participating countries, It may 

be assumed that this will be an excellent occasion for establishing relations and resolving conflict 

situations between a number of countries. 



It is highly important for the initiative that it is supported by the government of many countries. This will 

result in new discoveries and the expansion of horizons. The motivation of innovators and 

manufacturers to develop new "green" technologies is a reason to believe that perhaps in the future 

such initiative will have a positive global impact on the environment. At the same time, it is important to 

understand that the IP objects are the same as thing property such as house, car, business, and should 

be registered and protected. 

The specialists of the company "Mikhailyuk, Sorokolat and Partners" will be pleased to provide you with 

a full range of IP services in the territory of the CIS countries and in Europe. We believe that the future 

lies in innovations, because only they may lead to the development of the modern society. And the 

protection of the intellectual property is a guarantee of stability and confidence in the future. 

 


